Legislative Efforts by Congressman Kanjorski 
to Lower the Price of Gas 

Taxing Windfall Profits of Oil Companies
Congressman Kanjorski introduced H.R. 5800, the Consumer Reasonable Energy Profit Protection Act, on April 15, 2008.  This legislation would tax the excessive profits of the oil and gas industry.  These funds would be used the supplement the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP).
Opening the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) for Oil Exploration and Production

Congressman Kanjorski is a strong supporter of increasing domestic oil and gas production.  He has voted on multiple occasions to open ANWR for oil exploration and production.
Suspending Shipments to the Strategic Petroleum Reserve

Congress passed H.R. 6022, the Strategic Petroleum Reserve Fill Suspension and Consumer Protection Act, with Congressman Kanjorski’s support, to suspend shipments of about 70,000 barrels of oil per day to the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to increase the amount of oil available on the open market.  The President, who previously opposed this measure, signed it into law on May 19, 2008.

Preventing Price Gouging

The House of Representatives passed H.R. 1252, the Energy Price Gouging Act, on May 23, 2007.  Congressman Kanjorski voted in favor of this measure.  H.R. 1252 would reduce the burden of rising gas prices on American families, providing immediate relief to consumers by giving the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) the authority to investigate and punish those who artificially inflate the price of energy.  It ensures the federal government has the tools it needs to adequately respond to energy emergencies and prohibit price gouging – with a priority on refineries and big oil companies. 

Holding OPEC Accountable for Price Fixing
The House of Representatives passed H.R. 2264, the No Oil Producing and Exporting Cartels (NOPEC) Act on May 22, 2007, with Congressman Kanjorski’s support.  This legislation enables the Department of Justice to take legal action against OPEC-controlled entities for participating in oil cartels that drive up oil prices globally and in the United States.   It does so by making clear that OPEC-controlled entities are not covered by the provisions of the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act when acting in a commercial capacity; and it authorizes the Department of Justice to bring lawsuits in U.S. courts against cartel members. 

Ending Subsidies to Oil Companies and Investing in Renewable Energy
With Exxon Mobil making record profits of over $40 billion in 2007, the largest corporate profit in American history, it is unnecessary for taxpayers to subsidize big oil.  H.R. 5351, the Renewable Energy and Energy Conservation Tax Act will end unnecessary subsidies to big oil companies and invest in clean, renewable energy and energy efficiency.  It will extend and expand tax incentives for renewable electricity, energy and fuel, as well as for plug-in hybrid cars, and energy efficient homes, buildings, and appliances.  The House passed H.R. 5351 on February 27, 2008, with Congressman Kanjorski’s support.
