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Understanding the 2008 Tax Rebate/Economic Stimulus

Will I get a rebate check?
The majority of Americans who are required to file federal taxes will receive a rebate check without taking any additional action.   Many seniors and disabled veterans, who do not normally file a tax return, will need to file a tax return for 2007 in order to receive the cash rebate.

In order to receive a check, you must have at least $3,000 in income.  If you receive a total of at least $3,000 from any of the following, you are eligible for a cash rebate check: 
· Earned Income;
· Social Security retirement, survivor and disability benefits, not including Supplemental Security Income (SSI);
· Railroad Retirement benefits; and/or
· Veterans’ disability compensation, pension or survivors’ benefits.
What do I need to do?

If you already filed a tax return for 2007 that includes more than $3,000 in qualified income as listed above: 

You will need to do nothing.  The IRS will process your rebate.

If you normally do not file a tax return, but received more than $3,000 in qualified income as listed above:
You will need to file a tax return this year in order to receive the rebate.  You will need to file either the IRS Form 1040 or IRS Form 1040A.   
For the purposes of verifying eligibility, individuals need to report the amount of their benefits from Social Security, Railroad Retirement or Veterans’ Disability on Line 14a of the IRS Form 1040A or on Line 20a of IRS Form 1040. 
For those on Social Security, you will report the Social Security benefits included on your SSA-1099 form.  If you do not have your 1099 form, you can estimate your Social Security benefits based on your monthly amount.
You will need to write “Stimulus Payment” on the top of the form to ensure that the IRS processes your return for the stimulus payment.
If you already filed a 2007 return showing less than $3,000 in qualified income but did not list your Social Security, Railroad Retirement or certain veterans benefits: 

You will need to file an amended 2007 tax return.  You can do so by filing IRS Form 1040X.  
You will need to write “Stimulus Payment” on the top of the form to ensure that the IRS processes your return for the stimulus payment.
Where can I get the IRS forms?

You can pick up forms at the local IRS offices located at:

Wilkes-Barre IRS Office:



Scranton IRS Office:
7 North Wilkes-Barre Boulevard


409 Lackawanna Ave.

Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702




Scranton, PA 18503

570-821-4076 570-961-2493

You can also print the forms from the internet.  They can be found on the IRS website at www.irs.gov.

Where do I mail the completed IRS forms?

If You File the 1040 and Are Not


If You File the 1040 and Are Enclosing a Check:






Enclosing a Check:
Department of the Treasury



Department of the Treasury

Internal Revenue Service Center



Internal Revenue Service Center

Kansas City, MO  64999-0002



Kansas City, MO  64999-0102
If You File the 1040A and Are Not


If You File the 1040A and Are

Enclosing a Check:





Enclosing a Check:

Department of the Treasury



Department of the Treasury

Internal Revenue Service Center



Internal Revenue Service Center

Kansas City, MO  64999-0015



Kansas City, MO  64999-0115

If You File the 1040A only for the Purpose

of Receiving the Stimulus Payment

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

Kansas City, MO 64999-0099

What is the deadline for submitting my forms?

According to the IRS, in order to ensure you receive your rebate check, those eligible for the stimulus should file their forms by October 15, 2008.
Nonetheless, the IRS is encouraging those eligible for the stimulus to file your forms by the regular deadline of April 15, 2008.  If you file after April 15th, your payment may be delayed.  
What if I need help filing out the forms?

For assistance, the following organizations are available:
The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program provides help to low-and-moderate income taxpayers.  Call 1-800-906-9887 to locate the nearest site.

The Tax Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) Program provides free tax help to people who are 60 or older.  As part of the Internal Revenue Service-sponsored TCE program, AARP offers the Tax-Aide counseling program at more than 7,000 sites nationwide during the filing season. To find an AARP Tax Aide site call 1-888-227-7669 or visit www.aarp.org. 

A complete list of tax help sites for seniors in Northeastern Pennsylvania is attached.  You should call first to check availability and make an appointment, if necessary.
How much will my rebate be?
Individuals will receive a minimum of $300 ($600 for taxpayers who file a joint return). The maximum benefit is $600 for individuals ($1,200 for taxpayers who file a joint return). 

Individuals claiming a qualifying child will receive an additional $300 per child.  To qualify, the child must be eligible under the Child Tax Credit and have a valid Social Security Number.
When can I expect my rebate?

The Internal Revenue Service will begin sending taxpayers their payments in early May after the current tax season concludes. 
To accommodate taxpayers who file tax returns later in the year, the Internal Revenue Service will continue sending payments until December 31, 2008. 

Is there anything else I should know?

The Internal Revenue Service will mail two information notices to taxpayers advising them of the stimulus payments. 
However, taxpayers should be on alert for tax rebate scams such as telephone calls or emails claiming to be from the Internal Revenue Service and asking for sensitive financial information. 
The Internal Revenue Service WILL NOT CALL OR EMAIL taxpayers about the rebate nor will it ask for financial information. 
